animal, by ruminations; and by making it resound more
sweetly, made his teachers in turn his hearers.

BEDE (Trans. GIDLEY)

CHAUCER

Chaucer is himself the great poetical observer of men,
who in every age is born to record and eternize its acts.
This he does as a master, as a father, and superior, who
looks down on their little follies from the Emperor to the
Miller; sometimes with severity, oftener with joke and
sport. . . .

Of Chaucer's characters, as described in his Canter-
bury Tales, some of the names or titles are altered by
time, but the characters themselves for ever remain un-
altered, and consequently they are the physiognomies or
lineaments of universal human life, beyond which Nature
never steps. Names alter, things never alter. I have known
multitudes of those who would have been monks in the
age of monkery, who in this deistical age are deists. As
Newton numbered the stars, and as Linneus numbered
the plants, so Chaucer numbered the classes of men.
BLAKE (from A Descriptive Catalogue)

Great thanks, laud, and honour ought to be given unto
the derks, poets, and historiographs that have written
many noble books of wisdom of the lives, passions, and
miracles of holy saints, of histories of noble and famous
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